
On April 23 and 24, students at North Rose-
Wolcott Elementary’s Afterschool Program had
the unique opportunity to explore Gyotaku, the
traditional Japanese art of fish printing. This
engaging, hands-on experience was brought to
them by the Wayne MOST (Maximizing Out-of-
School Time) program, which continues to enrich
student learning through creative and cultural
opportunities.
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we're so glad you're here!

Students Dive into Japanese Culture through
Gyotaku Art Experience

Gyotaku, which originated in Japan as a method for
fishermen to record their catches, combines elements of
art, science, and history. During the activity, students
applied paint to life-like rubber fish molds and pressed
them onto rice paper, creating detailed and beautiful
prints. Along the way, they learned about fish anatomy,
Japanese traditions, and artistic techniques.

Thanks to Wayne MOST, students were able to connect
classroom learning with global culture in a fun and
memorable way. Their finished artwork was proudly
displayed, showcasing not only their creativity but also
their appreciation for a different cultural practice.

Experiences like this highlight the importance of arts and
cultural education in shaping well-rounded, curious
learners.



Wayne County Families Enjoy a Night of
Baseball, Community, and Fun!

On Sunday, June 8th, families from across Wayne County came together for a special
evening of community connection and summer fun at Colburn Park in Newark. Hosted
by MOST and ESL, the Family Night event welcomed students and their families to enjoy
a Newark Pilots baseball game and explore a vibrant Community Resource Fair. Free
for all, including admission to game, and a choice of a hamburger or hot dog, chips,
and a drink.

The event was created to celebrate families, provide access to helpful community
resources, and offer students a fun-filled night out. As the Pilots took the field, families
cheered from the stands, enjoyed classic ballpark treats, and connected with local
organizations offering everything from educational programs to health services.

“We wanted to bring families together in a way that’s fun, but also meaningful,” said a
MOST program representative. “Tonight was about strengthening community ties and
making sure families know what’s available to support them.”

The Community Resource Fair featured representatives from local nonprofits, youth
programs, and service providers. Families had the opportunity to speak with resource
coordinators, pick up information, and even enjoy giveaways and games for kids.

Thanks to support from ESL and the dedication of the MOST team, Family Night was a
home run with families, many of whom expressed their appreciation for such an
inclusive and engaging event.

MOST and ESL continue to work closely with schools and local organizations to provide
enriching opportunities for Wayne County students and families.

Stay tuned for more events throughout the summer!



A Taste of Ethiopia at Red Creek:
Exploring Culture Through Food

This spring, students in the Red Creek Afterschool Library Program took part in a
unique and enriching cultural experience—an Ethiopian Food Tasting event, made
possible through the generous support of Wayne MOST.

As part of the Library’s cultural enrichment initiative, students explored Ethiopian
history, traditions, language, and daily life. The highlight of the program was the
opportunity to sample traditional Ethiopian cuisine, including injera (a sour flatbread),
lentils, and spiced vegetable dishes. For many, it was their first time tasting Ethiopian
food—and the reactions were overwhelmingly positive!

The event not only introduced students to new flavors, but also encouraged open-
mindedness, helped bring Ethiopian culture to life in a way that was fun, memorable,
and educational.

Special thanks to Wayne MOST for helping make this experience possible, and to the
Red Creek Library staff for creating a space where learning extends far beyond books.



Advocacy for Afterschool
and Summer Programming:
Investing in our Children’s Future

Afterschool and summer programs are more than just a way to keep kids safe—they
are essential for academic support, social development, and building lifelong skills.
As families and educators continue to navigate the challenges facing youth today, the
importance of quality out-of-school time programming has never been clearer.

Why It Matters:
Studies show that children who participate in afterschool and summer programs
attend school more regularly, perform better academically, and are more likely to
graduate. These programs provide hands-on learning, enrichment in the arts and
sciences, physical activity, and crucial social-emotional development. For working
families, they offer peace of mind and a supportive community.

A Lifeline for Equity:
For many students—especially those from underserved or rural communities—
afterschool and summer programs are a lifeline. They help close the opportunity gap
by providing access to resources and experiences that may otherwise be out of reach.
Programs funded through initiatives like MOST (Maximizing Out of School Time) ensure
that every child, regardless of background, has the chance to thrive.

The Call to Action:
Continued investment in afterschool and summer programming is vital. We must
advocate at the local, state, and national levels to maintain and expand funding.
Parents, educators, and community members can play a role by sharing success
stories, attending school board meetings, and voicing support for policies that
prioritize youth development beyond the school day.



The Community School Theater and Arts Department took audiences on an
unforgettable journey to the afterlife with their bold and hauntingly beautiful
production of Ride the Cyclone. Performed over two weekends—May 23, 24, 25 and
May 30, 31, and June 1—the show captivated the community with a perfect blend of
dark humor, emotional depth, and stunning student talent.

Set in a liminal carnival space between life and death, Ride the Cyclone follows six
Canadian teenagers who perish in a tragic rollercoaster accident. Given the chance
to compete for a second chance at life, each character shares their story through
song, dance, and soul-searching monologues. What results is a surreal, moving, and
at times hilariously bizarre exploration of identity, legacy, and the fragility of life.

Congratulations to the entire cast and crew of Ride the Cyclone—you reminded us all
of the power of storytelling, even in the most unexpected places.

“Ride the Cyclone” Shines with Eerie Charm



Get ready for a deliciously magical adventure! This August, the Community Schools
Theater and Arts program is proud to present its summer production of Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory. Students from across Wayne County are hard at work
preparing to bring Roald Dahl’s classic story to life on stage.

From golden tickets to Oompa Loompas, this lively and imaginative production
promises to be a treat for the whole family. With student and adult actors, artists,
and crew members working together on every element—from set design and
costumes to lighting and sound—this show highlights the incredible creativity and
collaboration fostered through out-of-school programming.

Performances will take place August 15  at 6:00 pm, August 16  and 17  at 2:00 pm,
at the Rose Union Community Building, School Street, Rose, NY, and all are invited to
come support our talented youth as they step into the whimsical world of Willy
Wonka’s chocolate factory.
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Don’t miss your chance to see the magic unfold!

Coming in August: Community Schools
Theater and Arts Presents
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”



Facebook @wcmost                                                                                     Instagram @waynecountymost

MONTH EVENT DATE

July TBD TBD

August CS Theater & Arts Production – “Charlie & The
Chocolate Factory”

8/15 at 6:00 pm
8/16 at 2:00 pm
8/17 at 2:00 pm
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Movie nights will be scheduled throughout the year, based on
movie availability and Ohmann Theatre’s schedule.

Wayne MOST Calendar of Events: 
2024-2025 School Year
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